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Humanity & Empathy
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Noguchi Medical Research Institute is Celebrating its 35th Anniversary

On  April

Research

1st, 2018, Noguchi
Institute will

its

Medical
hold a ceremony
commemorating
Gakushi-kaikan.

Come to think of it, it has been a long

35th anniversary at

journey for me and “Noguchi”:

Personally, | might have led a completely
different life if the late Dr. Toshio Asakura
had not come to visit me in my office at
in the year of 1982. He

arrived and said, “Hey, Asano, how are you

Bristol-Meyers

doing!? After many twists and turns, | am now
a professor at the medical school of the
University of Pennsylvania and am based at

CHOP. | have started to make a name for

myself. My dream is to make a foundation
commemorating Dr. Hideyo Noguchi and to
pave the way for Japanese clinicians to train
in the US, which has

increasingly difficult---".

recently become

Frankly though, | have never once wondered
how that other life might have been or
thought, “What if?".

The 35 years that | have spent building the
“Noguchi Medical Research Institute”, has
been a drama full of story, dream, comedy,
I

everything was the result of our ties to an

and even tragedy. From what recall,

extremely particular “species” of doctors..

There are a particularly large number of
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mutants in this species of doctors, and the
Socratic irony born of the behavior of these
“mutants”:-+, there were numerous instances
of disasters that were virtually comedy, or
conversely incidents that escalated into ugly
battles.

| was able to overcome these ordeals thanks
to Dr. Joseph S. Gonnella (Joe); my colleagues,
Mr. Takashi Sawada, Mr. J. Michael Kenney, Dr.
Kenichiro Hasumi; my ex-wife Kazuko, and my
wife Mana. It was thanks to their dedication
and support that we have thrived and
advanced to become an organization that has
trained thousands of doctors, dentists,
nurses, registered dieticians, OTs, PTs, etc.

It would not be an exaggeration to say that
it was all the fruit of their uncompensated
efforts and cooperation. | am truly, truly
grateful.

In the world of doctors, “logic and reason”
are wusually considered to be the most
important. Hence, “love and justice” also
“sense of obligation”, which are essential to
mankind, are sadly often neglected.

“Long Gray Line"” applies only in the world
of doctors. | cannot but think that there were
many of “mutants” doctors that | came in
contact with through “Noguchi”, firmly
believed they were able to pave their success
solely by the virtue of their own talents,
without a thought for “respect for elders or
filial piety” as in the teachings of Mencius.

| had promised myself that | would not
complain on this happy occasion of our 35th
Anniversary, but | seem to have let one slip.

In any case, this “world without honor” has
been surrounding “Noguchi”, and my 35 years

spent here was certainly not all smooth

sailing.

But there was “Joe”, my “saving grace”.
Every time disaster struck, he encouraged me.
Without his encouragement and support, |
would have given up ages ago.

| am writing this message to pay “homage”
to Joe, and also as a “requiem” for the true
founders of “Noguchi”, the late Dr. Toshio
Asakura and Dr. Akitsugu Ojima; and to other
strong supporters of “Noguchi”, the late Dr.
Shigeaki Hinohara and Dr. Kageyasu W. Amano.
It has truly been a long journey, and it is
thanks to you that we are here today.

Finally, to my dear colleagues, Takashi and
Mike: Right now, both of you are battling
worrisome illnesses, but you must absolutely
not head to heaven before me!

Why, you ask??

Because at the very least, you must show
“respect for your elders”.

Well, Charlie (Dr. Charles A. Pohl), now your
turn, let us influence “Humanity & Empathy in
Medicine” as our concept and philosophy to all
co-medical staffs, and

medical students,

especially, medical (clinical) doctors!

Yoshihisa Asano, Ph.D., DPH

Founder & Chairman Emeritus

Noguchi Medical Research Institute
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ANOTHER MILESTONE

I was introduced to Dr. Yoshihisa Asano by my
dear friend Dr. Akitsugu Ojima. Because of my
respect and admiration for Aki | soon became
committed to the goals of Noguchi Medical
Research Institute as articulated by Dr. Asano

who also became my friend.

We should be grateful to the commitment
both intellectual and financial made by Dr.
Asano for the past four decades. Without his
efforts and vision we would not have
achieved what is, in my opinion, the best
international  cooperation in  medical
education. This achievement has occurred
because Dr. Asano has surrounded himself
with a great team and has expected high

standards.

Noguchi has been a bridge for the exchange
of
focus on undergraduate and post graduate
Medical

international experience. What happens to

ideas between medical schools with a

educations. education is an
one nation will, in some way, ultimately affect
the rest of the world. Viruses and bacteria
spread and attack without regard for national

boundaries, as today's global concern for

Joseph S. Gonnella, MD
Distinguished Professor of Medicine Center for
Research in Medical Education and Health Care

Dean Emeritus

Hepatitis B and C, the autoimmune deficiency
syndrome (AIDs) and drug resistant tuberculosis

will attest.

The exchange program between Japan and
Jefferson has benefitted both sides of the
partnership. Dr. Asano, thank you for what
you have accomplished. Because of his many
contributions, Jefferson has honored him by

establishing the Asano Lectureship.

Now is the time to celebrate and plan for the

future .

Joseph S. Gonnella, MD
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On behalf of John A. Burns School of Medicine
(JABSOM), University of Hawaii, we wish to
congratulate the Noguchi Medical Research
Institute (NMRI) on its 35th

Since 1993, it has been with great admiration

anniversary.

and respect that we have continued our
relationship with NMRI. In addition, we
sincerely commend Dr. Yoshihisa Asano's
leadership in the development, respect and
maintenance of NMRI.

His initiatives have been helping the Institute
earn its strong, positive reputation.
Throughout its 35 years, NMRI has confirmed
and perpetuated the mission of its founder,
Dr. Hideyo Noguchi; i.e. to make this earth a
healthier and better place in which to live for
all humans.

We, at the University of Hawaii, remember
clearly, twenty-five years ago, when the
NMRI first sent a representative to the

University of Hawaii. NMRI's concern was the

Jerris R, Hedges, MD MS, MMM

Professor and Dean

Barry &Virginia Weinman Endowed Chair

Satoru lzutsu, PhD

Eme

ritus Professor for Public Health and

Psychiatry

further training and development of a cadre
of young Japanese physicians in the U.S.
medical system. It was NMRI's intention for
these physicians to return to Japan to
contribute to the continued development of
health care. NMRI also planned that some of
these physicians would remain in the U.S. to
provide health care to the then thousands of
workers from Japan employed in U.S.-based
Japanese businesses.
NMRI

in medical education by the

In recent vyears, has expanded its
involvement
establishment of a travel fund to permit
students from the University of Hawaii John
A. Burns School of Medicine to expand their
educational horizon by becoming exposed to
health care in Japan. Each year 10 to 15
senior year medical students from the
University of Hawaii travel to Japan to learn
about its health care programs. Reciprocally,

30 to 35 students from Japanese medical
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schools spend a month at JABSOM. In addition
to students, 3 to 6 young Japanese physicians,
in practice, are placed in hospitals in Hawaii
to observe patient care as delivered in the
United States. Such exchange programs in
have furthered the

medical education

understanding of making our world a
healthier global community.

Currently, NMRI and JABSOM have initiated a
discussion regarding the possibilities of a
grant for the next 10 years to support the

concepts of Humanism and Empathy in the

delivery of health care. This is a subject of
significant interest and concern that all in
the world of human services have expressed.
The University of Hawaii looks forward to
working in partnership with NMRI to provide
the leadership for advancing these issues in

the delivery of services to fellow humans.

The University of Hawaii, John A. Burns
School of Medicine, looks forward to many
years of continuing partnership with the
Noguchi Medical Research Institute. Aloha
and Congratulations on your 35th Anniversary
of helping us work towards a healthier
society.

Sincerely yours,

Jerris R, Hedges, MD MS, MMM

Professor and Dean

Barry &Virginia Weinman Endowed Chair

y >AEA

Satoru lzutsu, PhD
Emeritus Professor for Public Health and

Psychiatry




B O EPHRZFR

8117 35 A E S0 U T

CDEF. BOEZHEMEINL 35 BEHICHD
TESCTVET,

35 FEDREFICED. RRLIFZICHULTA
MBER. HEEELEBRMNICESD T 5NIZE]
UE - REEE XBEALLEICHOTHEER
LIZWERBWE T,

BRENTEHTEZERIT S C EMRELR
RPENZEERET S BFOERPHEHRES
Tl BELAZRAZEZEMITD EHEAR
B LEICED. REEDZEERFDEREE 218
LTURIEVWTHEDET, BEREBLICEOTH
BRC/EET &, BEYECRENIGE LTH
BICE. REAFODREENICESIZE. R
BEORBTELTFEERLENBEARHT
E. RRBREREIE U CEMERICEEIIO
T7EI3ED. FHERM. T IEUTEE
BUEERELEHLITE. BEX(CBEHTIER
I3E. AEEDXI—LICM<EBLE . CEE
EENUCHRRLERESS I CEMNTETF LR
EHREDBOBVEWZZEKET. O THA
BLLEFET,

FERBEEEDOBEDDF. RRAZKZR
KT, REZFDOERE R SARE CERATSHE
EBERTCUVBDIATLR, IBFEEEHRZESZS
HEIBDEICAODTSTREBVE T, SVVAIEL
BVNBHDEIM FAlE THDUVER ] DEIR
TULlIz. DFAFHETLRER. ZOCEBARG D

FREABNIREZE FEER

gl 5F

TLER. IRiCHETHSE. FEICHD O EIRIC
FHBEBOEFEESIBTULZEEFE L, 2010
FICEFARZCEIRILEREINERZZE LD
FRZERRFSINTUVET, BERELICKRSHSN
EMAKEBICELEVENTI M. KFE. K%
BEHTHSESIRLELFUERHL TS
TUVE T, REXZSUREOHEE DBNHE
EHR—-—LLTULEZEWZZ &EEHEE DR
(C/EDFE Uz,

CNHSEESELB UK BFREUVERLEIFET,

2015 EHFOEFMRAEFESREN
(XFREBEXZEAT + 2/ XMEE)



) 35EELSET

Noguchi Medical Research Institute

35th Anniversary Remarks

Charles A. Pohl, MD

Director of The Jefferson Japan Center

Vice Provost for Student Affairs, Thomas Jefferson
University

Vice Dean & Professor of Pediatrics, Sidney Kimmel

Medical College

It is a true privilege to celebrate the 35th
Anniversary of the Noguchi Medical Research
Institute (NMRI) and its founder Dr. Yoshihisa
Asano. Over the past few decades, Dr. Asano
and the NMRI

education and medical care which, in turn, has

have transformed medical
positively impacted countless of lives -
thousands of physicians, healthcare workers
and their patients for whom they care. While
Jefferson’s relationship with Japan began in
the 1800’s,

relationship between Jefferson and NMRI

the transpacific synergistic

crystallized and strengthened over the past
35 years through the foresight of Drs. Asano
and Joseph Gonnella, and we at Jefferson are
truly grateful.

| therefore want to personally congratulate
NMRI on this wonderful achievement and
momentous milestone. | applaud Dr. Asano and
the NMRI for their vision, their ability to
improve medical education and patient care,
their contribution to the healthcare
worldwide and the relationships that we have

personally shared through the years.
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NMRI’s Early Mission
Thirty-five years ago, the founders of NMRI

stated an important and ambitious goal---to
help improve the quality of patient care in
Japan and the United States by creating
international medical education opportunities
for young and aspiring healthcare professionals.
At the time, there were few opportunities
available for medical students and young
doctors in Japan who wished to travel to the
U.S. to experience different approaches to
medical education and learn advanced clinical
skills.

when NMRI has

successfully created thousands of Japanese

Thirty-five years later,
alumni of its various exchange programs with
dozens of leading U.S. teaching hospitals and
medical schools as partners and has expanded
its programs to include medical school deans,
faculty members, dentists, nurse managers,
nurses, OTs, PTs, registered dieticians, etc. it
is easy to now look at these results in
hindsight and state that, “oh yes, what a fine
idea that was way back then”, and also
perhaps, “that was really a highly logical and
perhaps not so earth-shaking idea or program

to consider starting at the time”.

KEMEEAFOERHER SHES

J. Michael Kenney

Such thinking would be a mistake because it
would fail to consider certain key factors. To
start with, while a fine idea, mounting such
exchanges was a risky venture for all involved.
Reputations, credibility and tremendous
amounts of time and money were necessary to
both build the infrastructure of required
relationships and to pay the cost of the
exchanges themselves and were all at risk
from the outset.

Further, few such medical education exchange
programs existed at the time so there were
few models to follow, to learn from or to
“piggy-back” on. Also, cross-border institutional
partnerships by medical schools to carry out
such exchanges were not widespread. And,
perhaps most importantly, financial support

for such exchanges was not widely available.

*khkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkkk

Kudos

Those early and important goals have now
been met.

It has been a great privilege to have been

associated with NMRI since the outset and to
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have worked closely with NMRI’s dynamic and
selfless leaders in Japan and the U.S. who
have shaped NMRI's original mission and
exchange programs. As a group they have
made numerous personal and professional
sacrifices over the years. We thank them.
Now is also the time to applaud the
remarkable performance of the thousands of
exchange alumni.

Now is also the time to recognize with great
appreciation the decades of thoughtful and
visionary guidance by NMRI's leaders.

In particular, NMRI would not have achieved
such success without the dedication, vision
and perseverance of Dr. Yoshihisa Asano, its
Founder and Chairman Emeritus. Time and
time again, Dr. Asano has made great personal,
family and financial sacrifices to ensure
NMRI’s very survival in times of challenge.
And Dr. Asano is always the very first to
acknowledge his personal loyalty, long term
friendship and sincere thanks to Dr. Joseph S.
Gonnella, Dean Emeritus of Sidney Kimmel
Medical Jefferson

College at Thomas

University without whose support the

medical exchanges could not have been
established and maintained.

Numerous others have also been important to
help build NMRI over the decades and they
have been recognized elsewhere in many of
our publications and awards.

As we consider past efforts and our present
level of achievement, it is also essential to
recognize the efforts of three (3) key groups
at NMRI who are often overlooked. The first
is the general affairs team of the Tokyo

office covering human resources, accounting

and planning. The second is the core staff

of the NMRI Tokyo office. No one works
harder, smarter or longer hours than that
team which handles medical exchange, seminar
and conferences planning / management /
logistics, Dr. Hotline and nutrition consulting.
The final group is the business team which
works on the NMRI-associated businesses
including NMRI, Inc. focused largely on the
medical  tourism,

supplement  business,

international business conferences, trade

shows and product evaluations and
endorsements.

NMRI would not have been able to support
either the past or future exchange or seminar
programs for thousands of young Japanese
healthcare  professionals without the
management and financial resources provided
by these three (3) key groups in the NMRI

Tokyo office.

*kkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkkx

A Key Future Initiative by US Medical Schools

In recent years, a small group of leading U.S.
medical schools, including the Sidney Kimmel
School Medical College at Thomas Jefferson
University, have embarked on a fundamental
overhaul of the way medicine is taught in the
United States.

They are
hundred (100) other medical schools in the
u.S.

At Jefferson, the guiding principles of the

leading the way for over one

overhaul and the creation of the new

curriculum focuses on the following:

« Patient-centered learning

Early clinical exposure

=24 -



Integrated science, clinical knowledge and
skill, and professional development

+  Competency-based advancement
Continuing scholarly inquiry
Learning via a range of instructional

formats

Opportunities for early development of

specialty interest

A small number of medical schools, including
the one at Jefferson, have already moved past
the planning stages and starting in 2017 new
immersed in the new

students were

curriculum which at Jefferson is called
JeffMD.

A new and important parallel objective within

the new curriculum_at Jefferson is to add

new knowledge and new skill sets for student
which

recognized need for greater empathy and

doctors addresses the widely

humanity in medicine.

Leaders
Medicine in the US

in Empathy and Humanity in

Among the “thought leaders” in academic
medicine in the U.S. recognizing the need for
greater empathy and humanity in medicine
and “championing” the call for it through
evidence-based research, publications, seminars,
conferences have been Dr. Joseph S. Gonnella,
Mohammadreza Hojat, Ph.D. and Dr. Charles
Pohl (all
long-term partners with NMRI in building the

at Jefferson). Each are also
highly successful medical education exchange
programs noted above.

Dr. Hojat is a world leader on the subject of
empathy and is the author of Empathy in

Health Professions Education and Patient

Care.

Recently, work by Salvatore Mangione, MD an
Associate Professor of Medicine also at
Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas
Jefferson University and others has also
highlighted the need for greater empathy and
humanity in medicine for the benefit of both
the patient and the doctor with a new report
of their surveys of medical students reported
in the Journal of General Internal Medicine
( January 2018).

NMRI’s Role on Empathy and Humanity in

Medicine

As the leader of NMRI, Dr. Yoshihisa Asano
long recognized the need for greater empathy
and humanity on the part of doctors in both
Japan and the U.S.

In the last several years, Dr. Asano and his
wife have had the personal financial
resources and the generous spirit to turn to
philanthropy.

Working with Jefferson Dean Dr. Mark L.
Tykocinski, Dean Emeritus Joseph S. Gonnella
and Associate Provost Dr. Charles Pohl, Dr.
Asano and his wife have pledged a series of
major financial donations to Jefferson and its
medical school to enable Jefferson to create
specialized  curriculum options, special
workshops, conferences, etc. on empathy and
become national leaders in “championing”
increased empathy and humanity in medicine.
Through the generosity of Dr. and Mrs. Asano,
NMRI itself has been and will continue to be a
full partner in this important international
initiative.

Initial actions by NMRI in Japan have included
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hosting a conference in Tokyo highlighting
the work of Dr. Hojat and creating public
awareness through a major media campaign
highlighting Empathy in Medicine and the
work at Jefferson.

To acknowledge the contributions of Dr.
Asano and NMRI, Jefferson held the inaugural
Yoshihisa Asano Lecture for Collaborative &
Compassionate Health Care during its

“Japan Week at Jefferson” held in May 2017.

*kkkkkhkhkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkx

NMRI is excited to lead this new initiative on
Empathy and Humanity in Medicine with

Jefferson and other medical leaders in the

u.sS.

And while NMRI will continue to strongly
support its international medical education
exchange programs, this new initiative will
require NMRI’s serious attention and support.
This new endeavor takes NMRI back to an
original “core” objective of NMRI---to
improve the quality of patient care in Japan
and the U.S.

NMRI believes Empathy and Humanity in
Medicine also warrants the attention of the
thousands of alumni of NMRI programs. NMRI
asks you to look at yourselves, your colleagues
and your institutions and consider whether
more can be done to provide greater empathy

and humanity to the patients under your care.
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